SJBC Corporate location was filled with dozens of youth anx-
iously awaiting spiritual renewal as well as the concert kicking
off St. John's Annual Youth Conference, featuring guests such
as the conference's yearly "Minister Extraordinaire”, Rev. Mat-
thew Watley of Reid Temple AME Church in Glenn Dale, Mary-
land along with newly featured Christian rap artists Trip Lee
and Tedashii of Reach Records. After much preparation from
our own Youth Pastor, Jeremy Butler and many youth workers
and volunteers, the atmosphere was finally set. A boxing ring
in the pulpit to represent the conference's theme, “It's Go-
ing Down," was among the most noticeable decorations for the
event, not to mention, the dimmed lights and covered windows
to give the illusion of a real concert arena. As the youth wor-
ship service attendants opened the doors to the sanctuary, the
anxious teenagers rushed in to fill the pews.

The event was opened with a word of prayer then praise and
worship led by our Youth and Young Adult Praise Team. Shortly
afterward came a word of preparation from Pastor Butler enti-
tled "After the Krunk” taken from John 8:31, when Jesus said,
"If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples” (NIV).
Though this was a concert, Pastor Butler did not allow those
attending to lose sight of the purpose of the week's events,
especially amid all the hype. He emphasized that discipleship,
no matter the circumstances, is the key to avictorious life with
the Lord! He taught that God is more concerned about our life-
styles than just a moment of “krunkness" at a youth-conference,
and that they must continue to follow God after the thrill of the
occasion is long gone. The moment of anticipation had finally ar-
rived - youth from Dallas area churches, New Truevine, Concord
Baptist Church, The Potter's House, Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship
and others made the two-hour trek from Mt. Pisgah, Palestine
Baptist Church of Paris, Texas to join our own here at St, John
in welcoming Tedashii and Trip Lee as they entered the sanctu-
ary. They urged everyone to stand to their feet as they minis-
tered the word of God through holy and wholesome lyrics in a
way that youth can relate to while sharing testimonies of their
own personal walks with Christ, between songs.

The conference officially began Monday morning with sessions
taught throughout the week by our STBC Executive Assistant
Pastor, Jeremy Upton, Youth Pastor Jeremy Butler, Min. Glenn
Simpson, and Min. Chedena Hayes. Guest speakers Rev. Von
Minor and Bro. Daryl Jones of Qak Cliff Bible Fellowship, Rev.
Robert Manning of Denton Bible Church, Rev. Stephen Brown of
Concord Baptist Church, and Rev. Henry Batson of Friendship
West Baptist Church, were among the prestigious group sent
by God to minister to the youth at this year's conference.The
“topic of the day" sessions included; "Called to Lead", "In His
Presence”, "Living with Your Parents Without Losing Your Mind",
"On the Brink of Burnout”, "Prepared for the Struggle”, "Ignit-
ing the Flame”, "Every Man's/Woman's Battle", and "Worship not
Ritual". There were also games, contests, and prizes given away
each day. Other guests included Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship's
Youth Praise Team on Monday evening and Townview's Drumline
on Wednesday afternoon.

for Christ!

By Rhonda Simpson

Rev. Matthew Watley joined us on Monday and Tuesday night.
He has blessed us for the past three years at our Youth Revival
and this year was no different. On Tuesday, he preached, "It's
a Dirty Job" taken from, Luke 17:11-19 when Jesus healed the
ten lepers. During that time, lepers were considered “unclean"
and could not be touched by anyone. Rev. Watley reminded us
of how Jesus took the time to deal with these dirty men and
heal them of their disease, much like how he deals with our sin.
He conveyed with conviction that the God we serve doesn't mind
dealing with our dirt when we belong to him because he sees a
part of himself in us. That night, over 50 people approached
the alter in order to give their lives to Christ - some for the
first time, while others rededicated their lives. The Holy Spirit
"showed up and showed out” as there were youth and adults
alike drawn into His presence. There were tears of joy, awe,
and deliverance as we couldn’t help but to linger for a while
before the service conjimued with some youth being baptized
for the fingt: time.
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